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SBA 504 Interest
Rates 

SBA 504 20-year
debentures, in June 2014,
carried an interest rate of
3.04044 percent. 

New ten-year debenture
rates will be issued in
July 2014
 
 

Lending
Resources 

MRDC can assist with the
following lending resources: 
•  SBA 504 
•  MRPC RLF 
•  MRPC IRP 
•  SBA 7a Packaging 
•  MRPC Microenterprise 

 

MRDC Contacts 

Maria Bancroft 
Business Loan Specialist 

Bow and Barrel Sportsmen Center fills local
recreation gap 
Reaches more than 3,000 customers in just six months 

Above: Long-time friends Vance Ewing, left, and Michael Ryen, right, recently opened Bow and Barrel Sportsmen

Center in St. Robert, becoming business partners and offering a new source of recreation to area residents. 

Thanks to the vision of Pulaski County businessmen Vance Ewing and Michael Ryen, shooting
sports enthusiasts in the area have a new destination for family fun, and they are flocking to it. 

Bow and Barrel Sportsmen Center, which offers ranges, training and sales of firearms and



mbancroft@meramecregion.org 

Connie Willman 
Program Manager 
cwillman@meramecregion.org 

Meramec Regional Development
Corporation is a 501 (c) 3 not-for-
profit corporation that is also a
Small  Business Administration
Certified Development Corporation
(CDC). MRDC serves primarily
Crawford, Dent, Gasconade, Maries,
Osage, Phelps, Pulaski and
Washington counties.  MRDC is a
local volunteer board making local
decisions that result in job creation
for the Meramec Region. This E-
letter is issued quarterly in January,
April, July and October. 

Upcoming MRDC
Meetings

July 16*
Aug. 20 (Annual
Meeting)
Sept. 17*
Oct. 15

* Indicates a loan review committee
meeting

MRDC Board
CRAWFORD COUNTY 
Brad Austin 
Tim Lorraine 
Catie Ringeisen 

DENT COUNTY 
Vacant 
Michael Homeyer, Treasurer 
Dennis Purcell

GASCONADE COUNTY 
Jim Grebing 
Bruce Sassmann 
Kathy Schlottach

MARIES COUNTY 
Tim Seams, President 
Joey Butler 
Wanda Williams

OSAGE COUNTY 
Larry Kleithermes 

archery supplies, opened its doors in late November 2013 and officially served its 3,000th
customer in May of this year. 

“What sets us apart from everybody else (who sell firearms or archery supplies) is we have
everything right here, from an indoor shooting range for firearms and an outdoor archery range
to a very knowledgeable staff,” Ryen said. 

He continued to explain that while there are places in Pulaski County to purchase supplies,
those retail establishments fail to provide the recreational element of ranges or the staff capable
of training and education to help area sportsmen improve their craft. 

The staff at Bow and Barrel include an archery smith and gun technician, and Ewing draws from
firearms knowledge gained from 28 years of military and law enforcement experience. 

According to Ewing, it was important to him and his partner to not only serve Bow and Barrel’s
primary customers, but their families as well. 

“When you walk into our store, you know that it is a family-oriented business and not a man
cave by any means,” Ewing said. 

In creating a family-friendly environment, Ewing and Ryen chose to include a snack bar and
children’s area in the facility, and, since opening, have started a monthly “Date Night” event,
which includes childcare for couples utilizing the range. 

While the vision for this new recreational outlet originated with Ewing, Ryen soon became
interested and together the pair embarked on an extensive process to fine-tune that vision into
what is standing just outside St. Robert today. 

That process began with a visit to Missouri State University where College of Business staff
helped them create and fine-tune their business plan. Then, it was time to find funding sources
to make their vision a reality. 

“The staff at Missouri State kind of turned me on to MRDC (Meramec Regional Development
Corporation) first as part of the course that I was taking in getting started with a small business
and what was available out there,” Ewing said. 

Ryen and Ewing then worked with First Community National Bank in Rolla, which partnered with
MRDC to secure a Small Business Administration loan for the project, but the pair say they
received much more than financing and good interest rates from the organization. 

“Having the MRDC board look at our business plan and come back and have 18 people, every
one of them who voted that day, say, ‘We can get behind this, and we think this will work,’—that
was huge,” Ewing said, noting the confidence of the board gave him, Ryen and their investors
the extra self-assurance they were headed in the right direction. 

Barrel and Bow Sportsmen Center is located at 22940 Harlan Lane just outside St. Robert and
is open Monday through Friday 9 a.m. – 9 p.m., Saturday 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Sunday noon –
6 p.m.

For more information about SBA 504 loans and other regional financing options, contact Maria
Bancroft at mbancroft@meramecregion.org or at 573-265-2993. 
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Thomas Klebba 
Vacant 

PHELPS COUNTY 
Tim Comerford 
James Marcellus 
Gary Hicks

PULASKI COUNTY 
Carol Carson 
Gerry Lewis 
Wayne Morgan

WASHINGTON COUNTY 
Chris Horton 
Darlene Weber, Vice President 
Marvin Wright

AT-LARGE MEMBER 
Marla Stevenson 

Follow MRPC on Facebook
for the latest in MRDC and

other program news! 

  
 

Formed in 1969, MRPC is a voluntary council of governments serving Crawford, Dent,
Gasconade, Maries, Osage, Phelps, Pulaski and Washington counties and their respective cities.
A professional staff of 27, directed by the MRPC board, offers technical assistance and services,
such as grant preparation and administration, housing assistance, transportation planning,
environmental planning, ordinance codification, business loans and other services to member
communities. 

For business financing, MRPC works in partnership with area banks and the Meramec Regional
Development Corp., a local volunteer loan board that reviews and makes decisions on loans
packaged by MRPC staff. 

MRPC expands loan packaging services to include USDA Business and
Industry loans 

Meramec Regional Planning Commission has worked with banks on packaging Small Business
Administration (SBA) 7(a) loans for some time, and is now offering the same service to those
interested in United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Business and Industry Program. 

The USDA Business and Industry loan program provides a guarantee on the loan, making the
program more appealing to local banks for some projects. 

“If we can share in the risk on a loan, it may allow the bank to say ‘yes’ to a project they would
have said ‘no’ to,” MRPC Business Loans Specialist Maria Bancroft said. 

In addition to reducing risk and increasing loan approvals, banks that partner with MRPC by
taking advantage of these loan packaging services free their staff of the paperwork that
accompanies these government-backed loans. Instead, the highly knowledgeable staff at MRPC
can complete the paperwork, including the project analysis and company narrative for the bank
for a small fee. MRPC can also assist with any reporting requirements that accompany the
program. 

For more information about either of these programs or MRPC’s loan packaging services,
contact Bancroft at mbancroft@meramecregion.org or 573-265-2993.
 

Small Business Today to air July 7 on KTTR 

ROLLA—Area business owners and entrepreneurs have an opportunity to learn and ask
questions about business-related issues through the local radio program, Small Business
Today. 

Small Business Today is a monthly program geared toward providing information to local small
businesses to help them succeed and is scheduled to air next on July 7. It is hosted by
Meramec Regional Planning Commission Business Loans Specialist Maria Bancroft and Missouri
University of Science and Technology Business and Technology Development Center Business
Development Specialist Robbie Davis. 

Together, the pair discusses a wide array of topics relevant to small businesses in the area and
take questions live, on the air through phone calls or text message. They are often joined by a
guest host with expertise in a specific area. 

The show will air 9:30 to 10 a.m. on KTTR, 99.7 FM or 1490 AM. 

Individuals with questions are encouraged to call into the show at 573-364-0800 or text *KTTR
(*5887). 

Persons wishing to request a topic for a future show may contact Bancroft at 573-265-2993 or
mbancroft@meramecregion.org or Davis at 573-341-6272 or robbiedavis@mst.edu.
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MRDC 
4 Industrial Drive 

St. James, MO 65559 
573-265-2995 

573-265-3550 Fax 

Business Loan Specialist: 
Maria Bancroft: mbancroft@meramecregion.org 
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