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TACs to Participate in Multi-Modal
Needs Identification Planning
Process

ST. JAMES—As it is possible Missouri voters will be asked to approve a
one-percent sales tax to support transportation projects in the state
when they step into the voting booths in November, the Meramec
Region Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) is involved in a
statewide planning process designed to ensure voters know exactly
what they will get in the way of transportation improvements.

Some state legislators are working to send the sales tax question
directly to the voters. In addition to creating the sales tax, the ballot
issue would prohibit changes to the gas tax and toll roads and bridges
in the state as well as require voter re-approval every ten years. In
addition, the legislation promises voters a list of projects to be
completed with the funds that the sales tax would generate.

The Missouri Department of Transportation (MoDOT) is leading a
planning process to develop a multi-modal needs list, which will be
broken down by district. MoDOT Central District has enlisted the three
TACs and two metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs) within its
boundaries to help develop that list on a local level through an
inclusive and transparent process.
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Potholes Popping
Up Earlier Than
Usual

JEFFERSON CITY—As if the recent
bouts of snow, ice and extreme
cold weren't bad enough, now
motorists and the Missouri
Department of Transportation
are battling another roadway
issue—potholes. Melting snow
and rain, coupled with an
extreme swing in temperatures,
have caused potholes to pop up
earlier in the year than usual.
For the time being, MoDOT crews
in central Missouri are turning
their attention from plowing
snow to filling potholes. "Drivers
should be on the watch for
short-term lane closings and
crews and equipment filling
potholes across mid-Missouri,"
said MoDOT Central District
Engineer David Silvester. "Crews
will address the worst and
deepest potholes first and then
will move to more minor
potholes." Potholes form when
temperatures warm up during
the day but continue to be cold
at night. Moisture from winter
rain and snow constantly seeps
into the cracks and joints of the
roadway. When the
temperatures drop at night, that
water freezes and expands the
pavement, which causes it to
crack and bulge. As cars and
trucks drive over those cracks,
the pressure causes chunks of
pavement to pop out, and
potholes are formed. Drivers are
urged to report potholes on the
state highway system by calling
MoDOT toll free at 1-888-275-
6636or by going to the MoDOT
Central District website at
www.modot.org/central and
clicking on Report a Road
Concern.

Currently, the Meramec Region TAC is seeking input from individuals
who use multi-modal transportation—highways, rail, freight,
waterways, airports, sidewalks and bicycles— in the region. The
Meramec Region TAC began soliciting multi-modal needs in February.
An open house is planned March 11 to further identify needs, which
will be prioritized by the TAC during its April meeting. That public
forum is planned from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. on March 11 at the Phelps
County Courthouse, Rolla.

“This multi-modal needs list is a very important piece of information,
especially if Missourians have the opportunity to vote on a
transportation issue in November,” MRPC Executive Director Bonnie
Prigge said.

At this time, fuel taxes are the primary source of transportation
system funding in Missouri. MoDOT receives 17 cents for every gallon
of fuel sold—an amount not changed since 1996. As vehicles become
more efficient and citizens drive fewer miles, transportation-related
funds have dropped significantly while inflation has caused
construction costs to rise.

TAC decides regional
transportation priorities 
Highways 63 and 50 remain at top of list
The Meramec Region’s
Transportation Advisory
Committee (TAC) decided
the expansions of Highways
63 and 50 to four-lane
corridors remain the
number one and two
regional transportation
priorities, respectively, at
its December meeting. 

The proposed projects on Highway 63 and Highway 50 have topped
the regional priority list for several years, and a portion of the project
on Highway 50 from the Mari-Osa Delta in Osage County six miles
east to near Linn began last year. That piece of the four-lane corridor
extension is about 50 percent complete, but no funding is available
for additional extensions. 

Once it was decided these two projects should continue to be top
priorities for the region, TAC members from each county shared the
top three additional transportation needs from their counties. The TAC
then voted to prioritize these additional needs on a regional level. The
prioritized list will now be confirmed by the Meramec Regional
Planning Commission (MRPC) board and shared with the Missouri
Department of Transportation (MoDOT) Central District office for the
projects for consideration for inclusion in MoDOT’s Statewide
Transportation Improvement Plan (STIP). The STIP is a five-year plan
for design and construction projects. 

http://www.benchmarkemail.com/c/l?u=3397816&e=330FE9&c=501E2&t=0&l=5E4FAA6&email=AZADIsZ0OsnTF8%2BA4azkooQrxLzylW8W
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MoDOT Launches
Missouri Freight
Plan to identify
strategic projects
to improve freight
system 

JEFFERSON CITY - The Missouri
Department of Transportation
launched the Missouri Freight
Plan, the next step in a process
begun in 2013 to develop the
state's long-range transportation
plan, and statewide freight
forums, designed to obtain
significant input into the plan
from freight stakeholders were
held Jan. 29 through Feb. 7. 

Freight moved by trucks, barges,
planes and trains is an essential
part of the state's economy. In
2012, for example, Missouri
exported $13.9 billion in freight.
In developing the Freight Plan,
MoDOT will work with freight
partners to help itself - and the
state as a whole - better
understand the cost to the
Missouri economy if the state's
freight network stagnates or
deteriorates. 

"Freight stakeholders in Missouri
know better than we do what
they need to make their
businesses competitive," said
MoDOT Chief Engineer Ed
Hassinger. "We want to hear
their thoughts, whether they're
for improvement projects, policy
changes or other ideas." 

The Freight Plan will describe
Missouri's existing freight
transportation system and

for design and construction projects. 

In addition to the projects on Highways 63 and 50, other items
topping the TAC’s priority list, in order of priority, are: 

Replacement of the one-lane bridge over Little Bourbouse
River on Route C in Crawford County; 
Adding lanes and traffic controls to Highway 63 in Rolla from
University Drive to the Interstate 44 overpass (Phelps
County); 
Adding a third lane to Highway 28 in Owensville between the
intersections of Highway 19 South and Highway 19 North
(Gasconade County); 
Improvements to the intersection of Highway 63 and 42 in
Vienna to better traffic flow (Maries County); 
Extending Route 72 in Rolla from where it currently ends at
Highway 63 to a new interchange with I-44 (Phelps County); 
Adding passing lanes to Highway 8 throughout Washington
County; 
Safety improvements and adding shoulders to Highway 133
throughout Osage County; 
Safety improvements to the guardrail on Highway 28 along
Gasconade River Hill (Pulaski County); 
Improvements to Highway 8 from St. James to the Crawford
County line (Phelps County); and 
Replacing the bridge over Fouche A’ Renault Creek on Highway
185 in Washington County. 

The priority list was approved by the MRPC board at its January
meeting.

MoDOT cost share projects taking
shape

Projects in Rolla, Waynesville, Salem, Owensville
total $4.2 million
ST. JAMES—Residents of the Meramec Region will soon see the impact
of $4.2 million in MoDOT cost-share programs approved in four
Meramec Region cities–Rolla, Waynesville, Salem and Owensville. 

The cost-share program has been suspended because of budgetary
restraints, but projects already approved for the program will move
forward. The program allowed local governments to help make
improvements to state highways that might not otherwise be funded
in the foreseeable future through MoDOT by sharing the cost of the
project. To be considered, the city or county must be willing to
commit half of the project funds. 

The four projects approved in the Meramec Region total
approximately $4.2 million in transportation improvements for area
motorists, with the Rolla project nearing completion. 

In Rolla, a $582,000 project added turn lanes and signal upgrades to
Route V at the Interstate 44 interchange and at Hypoint Industrial
Drive. This project began construction in early August and was
completed this fall. A ribbon cutting was held Dec. 5. 

MoDOT Meramec Region Area Engineer Preston Kramer said that a
Marthasville contractor, Lamke Trenching and Excavating, was
contracted to do the construction and bought materials, such as fuel
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provide MoDOT with the ability
to articulate what freight
projects would be most helpful
to the state should additional
funds be made available in the
future. 

The plan follows up on
information gained during the
first phase of developing a long-
range transportation plan. In
2013, MoDOT had conversations
throughout the state in which it
learned that Missourians want a
safe, reliable and economically
prosperous transportation
system. 

The effort to develop the Freight
Plan will involve a series of
stakeholder interviews, freight
forums and business forums,
each aimed at reaching key
audiences involved in Missouri's
freight system. Freight and
industry stakeholders - such as
logistics directors, shipping
managers and economic
development professionals - are
invited to the freight forums to
discuss issues, needs, concerns
and opportunities in the state. 

Meramec Regional Planning
Commission Community
Development Specialist Lyle
Thomas participated in a freight
forum held for MoDOT Central
District in Jefferson City on Jan.
29. 

According to Thomas, the forum
concentrated on finding ways to
provide better interconnectivity
between different modes of
freight transit as well as the
strong tie between freight
transit and economic
development. 

“You can make the most
amazing product in the world,
but if you can’t get it anywhere
it isn’t worth anything,” Thomas
explained. 

MoDOT anticipates the draft
freight plan to be prepared for
review by June 2014, with a final
report in September 2014.

and paving supplies, locally. 

Rolla Mayor William Jenks III noted that the intersection is used by
many groups of people, including travelers getting off the Interstate
to go to Love’s Truck Stop, residents who live near the intersection,
and those working at Hy-Pointe Industrial Park. 

The City of Rolla contributed $350,000 while the MoDOT Central
District contributed $106,000 and the MoDOT cost-share program
contributed $125,000. A portion of the funds committed by the City of
Rolla come from a Delta Regional Authority grant. 

The projects in Waynesville, Salem and Owensville will be built this
summer and are in the planning and engineering phases now. 

In Waynesville, a $1.9 million project to widen Highway 17 between
the Interstate 44 Business Loop and Route T is planned. This project
was ranked sixth in the Meramec Region Transportation Advisory
Committee’s project priorities in 2012. 

The City of Waynesville will contribute $944,000 of the project cost,
while MoDOT Central District will contribute $282,000, and the MoDOT
cost-share program will contribute $660,800. 

In Salem, two miles of Route J in the southern portion of the city will
be rebuilt to level the now steep, sloping parking lanes with the
driving lanes. The total project cost is $784,000, with the City of
Salem contributing $392,000, the MoDOT Central District contributing
$157,000 and the MoDOT cost-share program contributing $235,000.
The City of Salem was awarded DRA funding for a portion of the city’s
contribution to this project also. 

The Owensville project has a total price tag of $1 million. It will widen
and pave shoulders on Route 28 from Krausetown Road to west of
Route 19 north, near Wal-Mart. The City of Owensville is contributing
$525,000 to the project. The MoDOT Central District is contributing
$252,000, and the MoDOT cost-share program is contributing
$273,000. 

As in Rolla, Kramer said it is likely that the consruction company
chosen for these projects will be purchasing fuel and paving supplies
for these projects locally. 

The MRPC TAC is a transportation advisory committee . . . your transportation advisory committee! For many years,
transportation users outside of the urban areas were planned for, not planned with. Citizens in rural areas had virtually

no role in the development of the transportation plans affecting their community. That changed with the Intermodal
Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 (ISTEA), and its 1998 successor, the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st

Century (TEA 21). These acts require that long range transportation planning includes statewide public, private and
governmental input—meaningful input—from the grass roots level which will be considered and used in the

development of transportation plans. 

www.meramecregion.org 
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